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undoubtedly benefitted from the close ties between the Socialist movement and 
organized labor. In the final official overall totals, the 32 year old Sandburg 
finished only 2% and 77 votes behind the Democrat Mulhaney. All considered-his 
short residency in the district, the rural conservative nature of much of the 
constituency, and his status as a third party candidate-Sandburg ran a very 
creditable race. In the same district two years earlier, the Social-Democratic 
candidate had received only 14% of the vote in another three way contest. 
Sand burg remained a member of Mayor Seidel's staff until March, 1911 when 
he resigned, disenchanted with the mundane day-to-day demands of public service 
and hopeful of spending more time writing for the Herald and the Socialists' new 
daily paper, The Milwaukee Leader. In September, 1912, he moved to Chicago, 
and except for occasional visits, thus ended his Milwaukee career. As far as is 
known, Sandburg never again offered himself as a candidate for public office. 
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Who Was Benjamin Suel? 
In 1846 the Swedish King, Oscar I, presented the North American sea captain, 
Benjamin Sue!, his royal medal, Illis quorum meruere /abores ("to those who 
through their labors are deserving") in gold for aiding the crew of a Swedish vessel 
in distress. Who was Benjamin Sue! and what was the nature of his rescue action? 
The motto of this royal medal, still in existence, is taken from the Roman poet, Sex. 
Aurelius Propertius' Elegiae, IV, 4, 21. 
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